[Transjugular portosystemic shunt. An alternative in recurrent hemorrhage in portal hypertension in children].
The transjugular portosystemic bypass is a new technique for treating portal hypertension of an intrahepatic nature by inserting a multipurpose catheter through the jugular vein and vena cava as far as the suprahepatic vein, with the aid of a puncture device it is fed via the hepatic parenchyma into a portal branch. The passageway thus created is distended with a balloon to permit the insertion of an extensible metal mesh prosthesis or "stent" to maintain a permeable connection. Our experiment was conducted on a paediatric patient suffering from mucoviscidosis with severe pulmonary and hepatic involvement and recurrent bleeding in an uncontrollable position. After inserting the bypass, portal pressure dropped sharply and the bleeding stopped, the patient being discharged on the sixth day. Two months after the bypass, the coronary vein of the stomach, the seat of the gastric varicose veins, was selectively occluded through the stent via the femoral vein. Six months after follow-up, the digestive bleeding has not recurred.